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Which idea is BEST demonstrated by the modern-day realization that dinosaur and other repile bones
were mistaken for dragon bones?

Scientists are obligated to question previous theories.
Lack of knowledge can lead to incorrect assumptions.

Great care should be taken when conducting research.

New research techniques are superior to traditional methods.

o

em4,

Use this dictionary entry to answer the question.

stark ad 1. clear, without exception 2. barren, desolate
3. simpl, without decoration 4. suf, rigid

Which definition from the dictionary entry i the correct meani
£

in paragraph

definition 1
definition 2
definition 3
definition

chm>

ttems.

Which theme is BEST supported by the contradi
the dragon?

ions between the Eastern and Western concept of

Differences among cultural traditions should be respected.
People from different cultures may share common belifs.
People should question different beliefs about similar things.
Simiar things can symbolize ifferent deas for different people.

cnw>
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Ttems.
What s the MAIN purpose of the passage?

1o prove that the dragon is  mythical creature in many cultures
0 explain how the concept of the dragon differs across cultures

1o trace the changing concept of the dragon throughout thousands of years
o convince readers that the dragon should be portrayed n 2 particular way

cnw>

Ttem7.

Inthe first paragraph, the author claims that there is a long tradition of dragon myths in China and
that they are “revered throughout Asia to this day.” How does the author develop this claim? Use
detai

from the text to support your answer.
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ttems.

“The author describes many ways that dragons have been significant to different cultures throughout
history. Using information from the text, write an introduction to a short story that will feature a

dragon or dragons. Be sure your introduction establishes the story's setting,
primary conflict.

int of view, and





image10.png
Georgia Milestones Ninth Grade Literature and Composition EOC

Assessment Guide

Ttems 9.and 10

In this section, you willwrite an informationa essay in your own words explaining some ways in
which libraries are adapting and changing in the 215t century.

Before you begin planning and writing, you will ead two texts and answer one question about what
‘you have read. These are the titles of the texts you will rea

L. AMew Twist on Libraries
2. Take One, Return One

s you read the texts, think about what details from the texts you might use in your informational

essay.

A iew Twist on Libraries

‘Anyone walking into the new public ibrary on the south side of San Antonio, Texas, can do many of the
ususl things, including check out ites, rab a few moves, do some online surfing, and scan the new
releases. The one thing patrons cannot do in this library i li through, skim, read, and take home actual
books. Why? Patrons cannot touch the books because San Antonio’s BiblioTech i a library that does not
contain a single book on a single shelf. BblioTech s the nation's first—but unlikely tslast—completely
boofree, digital pubic brary.

Instead of rows of gray metal shelves with books arranged in order of author'sfast name or Dewey Decimal
code, patrons of BiblioTech are met with rows of tablets and e-readers. Instead of checking out tites,
readers either download titles o their own digitaldevices or check out the fibrary’s devices with nothing
more than card. Children can even take home e-readers that have been preloaded with more than one
hundred ttes just for thei particular age group’s abiltes and interests. For those patrons who would
rather sitin the ibrary and read, dozens of desktop computers are accessible.

‘The choices of what can be read at BiblioTech are growing by leaps and bounds. When the digital library.
‘opened in autumn 2013, it had only 2bout 10,000 titles. By March, 10,000 more ttls were added.
Currenty, thousands more ites are being added to the bookless ibrary's inventory every month. This
library of the future s proving to be a big it with patrons, and its irst year has seen 100,000 visitors.
Recently, the American Library Association offcally named BibiioTech the first bookless public brary i the
‘country, but chances are, this bookless library will 1t be the last. People from all over the nation, s wellas:
from other countries, have toured the Texan branch and started making plans to build theif own.

‘The advantage of 2 digital public ibrary goes beyond making material easier to access foris patrons.
Bookless libraries require less space and less structural strength since they do not have to support the
‘weight of thousands of hardbacks and paperbacks. This means less money spent on construction and

maintenance and more to spend on updating tablets and e-readers.

‘When Thomas Jefferson once said, I cannot live without books,” he most ikely could not have imagined
such 2 place s BiblioTech. Nonetheless, book-free libraries are most ikely 3 sign of the future, and one that
rings knowledge faster, closer, and evén more economically.Jefferson probably would have approved.
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Toke One, Return One.

tall began a5 2 smple way to share 2 love of reading and books. In 2003, the very firs Ltte Free Library
was buift and posted in the Mississippi River town of Hudson, Wisconsin. Measuring just about two feet
square, it had 2 clear message: reading is wonderful, 50 share the pleasure by taking any book 2nd leaving
ehing any no longer needed. The idea caught on, as they say,like wildfire.Just a few years lter, there are
more than 18,000 o these ltte birdhouse-like boxes posted in cites large and small oreign and domesiic!
Most o the simple libraries are hanc-built and brightly painted. Each one invites people to pause, explore,
and pick 2 book 1o take home without any concerns about late fines o returns. Although the selection is
Iimited—most of these tiny libraries only hold about 20 books or so—that adds 1o the excitement and
charm of stopping by. Who knows what tities might be wating—and how they might change tomorrow?

Little Free Libraries have been established in people’s front yards, on small ity curbs, along simple country
roads, and in the midde of bustling metropolises. Many community members believe that these libraries do
far more than promote the passion of reading; they also foster interaction betueen neighbors, attract
customers o local businesses, and encourage reluctant readers to reach out and turn a few pages. These.
libraries are even becoming part of people’s daily walks and bicycle ides. Sometimes, they have even
become tourist stops.

‘The concept offree libraries scattered across the country has not remained inside U S, borders. While every
state inthe country has multiple libraries, so do cites found in 70 additional countries, including the
Ukraine, Uganda, South Kores, and Italy. These lbraries are spreading so quickly and have become such
popuiar stops that online maps attempting to mark each one cannot possibly keep up.

In3 digital age where booktores are closing every moment, and libraries are becorming less analog and
‘more digital, these Litl Free Libraries are a nice reminder of the fine from a well-known poem, “On for a
0ok and 2 shady nookr”
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ems

Which author MOST successfully develops the topic according to his/her purpose using valid

ressoning and elevant evidence? Use detals from BOTH stces o support your .
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Ttem 10

How that you have read “A New Twist on Libraries” and “Take One, Return One” and answered
question about what you have read, create a plan for your informational essay.

“Think about how you willintroduce your topic and what the main topic will be for each paragraph.
Develop yourdeas clarly and use your own words, except when quoting directy from the source

+ introduce the topic clearly, provide afocus, and organize information n  way that makes
= Develop the topic with facts, definitions, detais, quotations, or other information and
examples related to the topic.
Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion.
Clarify the relationship among ideas and concepts.

= Check your work for correct grammar, usage, capitalization, speling, and punctuation.
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Example ltems 1and 2

Read the following passage and ansuer example items 1 and 2.

from The Ambitious Guest
By Nathaniel Hawthome

1 One September night, a family had gathered round their hearth, and piled it high with the
driftwood of mountain streams, the dry cones of the pine, and the splintered ruins of great trees
that had come crashing down the precipice. Up the chimney roared the fire, and brightened the
Foom with it broad blaze. The faces of the father and mother had a sober gladness; the children
aughed; the eldest daughter was the image of Happiness at seventeen; and the aged
grandmother, who sat knitting i the warmes_ place, was the image of Happiness grown old. They
had found the *herb, heart's ease,” in the bieakest spot of all New England. This famiy were
situated in the Notch of the White Hills, where the wind was sharp throughout the year, and.
pitiiessly cold in the winter, —giving theircortage alitsfresh inclemency before t descended on
the valley of the Saco. They duwelt i cold spot and 2 dangerous one; for a mountain towered
above their heads, 50 steep that the stones would often rumble down is sides and startie them at
midnight.

2 The daughter had just uttered some simple jest that filed them all with mirth, when the wind came
through the Notch and seemed to pause before their cottage—rattiing the door, with a sound of
wailing and lamentation, before it passed into the valley. For 2 moment it saddened them, though
there was nothing unusua! i the tones. But the family were glad again when they percelved that
the latch was lifted by some traveler, whose footsteps had been Unheard amid the dreary blast
which heralded his 2pproach, and wailed as he was entering, and went moaning away from the.
door.

3 Though they dwelt in such a solitude, these people held daily converse with the world. The.
romantic pass of the Notch is 2 great artery, through which the ifeblood of nternal commerce is
continually throbbing between Maine, on one side, and the Green Mountains and the shores of the.
St Lawrence, on the other. The stagecoach ahways drew up before the door of the cottage. The.
wayfarer, with no companion but his taff, paused here 1o exchange a word, that the sense of
loneliness might not utterly overcome him ere he could pass through the cief of the mountain, or
reach the first house in the valley. And here the teamster, o hs way to Portiand market, would
put up for the night; and, if a bachelor, might st an hour beyond the usual bedtime, and steal 3 kiss
from the mountain maid at parting. It was one of those primitive taverns where the traveler pays
only for food and lodging, but meets with 2 homely kindness beyond allprice. When the footsteps
were heard, therefore, between the outer door and the inner one, the whole family rose up,
grandmother, chidren, and all, as if about to welcome some one who belonged to them, and
whose fate was linked with theirs.

4 The door was opened by a young man. His face atfirst wore the melancholy expression, aimost
despondency, of one who travels 3 wild and bleak road, 3t nightfall and slone, but soon brightened
up when he saw the kindly warmth of is reception. He felthis heart spring forward to meet them
al, from the old woman, who wiped a chair with her apron, o the ltle child that held out fs arms.
o him. One glance and smile placed the stranger on a footing of innocent familarity with the
eldest davghter.
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5 AN, this fre Is the right thing” cried he; “especially when there I such a pleasant crce round .|
am quite benumbed; for the Notch i Just ike the pipe of a great pair of bellows; it has blown 3
terrible biastin my face al the way from Bartlett”

6 “Thenyou are going toward Vermont?” said the master of the house, as he helped o take a liht
Knapsack off the young man's shoulders.

7 "Yes; to Burlington, and far enough beyond,” replied he. “I meant to have been at Ethan Crawford's
tonight; but a pedestrian ingers along such a road s this. It is no matter; for, when | saw this good.
fie, and all your cheerful faces, | fet as f you had kindled it on purpose for me, and were waiting.
my amival. So | shal sit down amon you, and make myself at home.”

8 The frank-hearted stranger had just drawn his chai t0 the fire when something like 3 heavy
footstep was heard withour, fushing down the steep side of the mountain, as with long and rapid
strdes, and taking such 2 leap in passing the cottage 35 10 trike the opposite precipice. The family.
held their breath, because they knew the sound, and their guest held his by instinct.

[Public Domain]

Example ltem 1

DOK Level: 2

Ninth Grade Literature and Composition Content Domeain: Reading and Vocabulary

Standard: ELACCS-10RL1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text
says explicity 3s well as inferences drawn from the text.

Which of these descriptions BEST suggests that the guest's arrival foreshadows trouble?

“The chimney is roaring with fire that “brightened the room with ts broad blaze.”
‘The eldest daughter "had just uttered some simple jest that filled them all with mirth."

“The wind i “ratting the door, with a sound of waiing and lamentation.”

“The family feels glad again when they perceived that the atch was lifted by some traveler”

oo
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Example ftem 2

DOKLevei:3

Ninth Grade Literature and Composition Content Domi

Reading and Vocabulary

Standard: ELACCS-10RL2. Determine  theme or centralidea of a text and analyze in detai fts
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and s shaped and refined by specific
detais; provide an objective summary of the text

Explain how the author develops the theme that home i a joyful and safe place. Use details from the
text to support your answer.
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Items 1 through 8

Read the following passage and answer items 1 through s.

‘Dragon Mythology: East versus West

1 Among the many beasts of mythology, no creature can match the dragon. Descriptions of dragons
‘vary widely, but the creature s usualy portrayed as a serpentine, or snakelike, reptile. In most
cases, the traditional beliefs and symbols associated with this mythical creature can be divided into
two opposing concepts: the benevolent Eastern or Asian dragon versus the malevolent Western or
European dragon.

2 The dragon s an ancient symbol. The Sumerians, whose early ciiization arose 7,000 years ago in
West Asia,developed the firstsystem of writing. Strikingly, one of the things they chose to write
bout was 2 dragon. Dragons also appear in China's earlest myths, and the powerful creatures are
revered throughout Asia o ths day. Even the Old Testament mentions dragor-like creatures.

3 References o dragons also appear early in Western civilzation. The ancient Greeks knew about
dragons: in Homer's epic, the liad, the hero Agamemnon carries 2 shield emblazoned with a
dragon. The fist great work of English ltrature, Beowulf, which dates from the 700, tells how the
hero Beowulf killsa fire-breathing dragon. The Vikings of Scandinavia launched their raids against
the rest of Europe in longboats with dragon mastheads. Indeed, t i hard to find any culture that
does not include dragons in ts eariest myths and legends.

4 The prevalence of cragon legends i ancient times leads to an obvious question: Could dragons
have actually exsted and then become extinct? For centuries, people assumed that was the case,
nd scientists published detailed reports on dragon anatomy and behavior. Early investigators
mistook the bones of dinosaurs and other reptiles for dragon bones. Today, we know that no
dragon fossis have ever been found.

5 Ifthere were no real-ife dragons, how did 3 belief i dragons arise? Perhaps 2 monitor lizard,
crocodile, or some other large repile was the basis of the first dragon tale. More likely, the image
of the dragon grew in the human imagination, springing from our naturalfear of snakes, reptiles,
and predators with claws and wings. Dragons became the stuff o legends and, after countless
retellings, 100k on a life of their own. These possibiiies, however, do not explain the different
attitudes toward dragons i the East and the West.

6 The Chinese dragon represents promise and good fortune. It brings rain, for example, which
supports prosperiy in an agricuituralsociety. The dragon was also the symbol of the emperor,
whose wisdom and divine power protected his subjects. The Chinese dragon'’s supernatural powers.
are limitiess; t can become as small 2 a silkworm or a5 large as the universe. It can fly among the.
clouds, become invisible, o tum into water or fire. A raditional way 1o offer best wishes to @
‘youn chiid in China was to 52y, “May you become a dragon!”

7 In the West, by contrast, no one wanted their children to become dragons. In tales from medieval
Europe, ferocious dragons terrorized communities. They kidnapped princesses, torched villages
with their fery breath, and greedily hoarded piles of wealth in their caves. Only the greatest heroes
dared to enter one of those lais to fight the beast.Latin mapmakers used the phrase “Here be
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ragons!” to denote an unexplored—and presumably dangerous—region on a map. Rather than
bringing protection and good luck, the Western dragon threatened death and danger.

8 Westemers also use the dragon as a symbol of might. Roman legions carried battie flags with
dragons on them to terrify their eneies. Later, the dragon motif appeared on the flags of some.
countries and on the coats of arms of powerful families In the 18th and 19th centries, a word for
specialy skiled soldiers was dragoons, 2 derivation of dragon. Inal these instances, the dragon
suggested prowess in warfare, not benevolence and good fortune.

S Today,atleast n terature, the West may be reevaluating its traditional atitudes toward dragons.
Goneis the stark contrast of good versus evil found in medieval tales such as *St. George and the
Dragon.” Western dragons now often have individual personalites, as well. In his famous fantasy,
The Hobbit, 1R, Tolkien paints a sightly sympathetic portrai of the dragon Smaug. The same
might be said for the bab dragon in LK. Rowling’s Harry Porter and the Philosopher’s tone.
‘Another popular series of books, Anne McCafirey's The Dragonriders of Pern, pesents a unique
society based on cooperation between dragons and humans.

this passage is MAINLY organized
by cause and effect
i chronologicalorder

i order of importance:
by comparison and contrast

em2

Read this sentence from paragraph 2.

Strikingly, one of the things they chose o write about was a dragon.

“The author uses the word strikingly in the sentence MOST likely to suggest that i

unusual for people in that part of the world to write about dragons
surprising that dragons were the subject of some of the irst writings
amazing that people developed 2 system of writing 7,000 years 3go.
puzaling that people would find mythical creatures 5o nteresting

o




